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Candlelight
vigils
for the
Charleston 9

Celebrating
Juneteenth

Shabazz Rogers
The Women’s Ministry and NT2CA Women of Word of Life Fellowship
treated fathers and fathers-to-be to a morning of good food and fellowship.
Vigil at Greater Mt. Zion
BY ANALEIGH SBRANA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – All
around the Tampa Bay
area, candlelight and
prayer vigils were held for
the nine individual who
senselessly lost their lives
in Charleston, S.C., because of racial violence.
Unity of Midtown and
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church both sponsored
memorial tributes and
prayer vigils honoring the
Rev. Clementa Pinckney,
Rev. Daniel Simmons, Sr.,
Rev. Sharonda Singleton
and congregation members
Cynthia
Hurd,
Myra
Thompson,
Tywanza
Sanders, Rev. DePayne
Middleton-Doctor, Susie
Jackson and Ethel Lance.
People of various faiths
and ethnicities gathered to
lift their voices in prayers
for the victims’ families,
friends,
the
entire
Charleston community and
the country.
Last Thurs., June 18
Rev. Dr. Doral Pulley from
Unity of Midtown woke up
that morning and knew
See VIGIL, page 10



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
With every holiday, it is
important to recognize
those in our lives that
have made a difference.
But when it comes to our
fathers, perhaps that need
is even more dire.
So with that in mind, to
commemorate Father’s
Day, the Word of Life
Women’s Ministry, an

arm of the Naomi Titus2
Covenant
Alliance
(NT2CA), put together a
breakfast of champions,
all in an effort to celebrate
dads around St. Petersburg.
Five limousines waited
to transport the men and
boys to the Isla Del Sol
Yacht & Country Club, located at 6000 Sun Blvd.
Mothers and wives drove
their men and future men
of valor early Saturday

morning to the Word of
Life Fellowship Church.
From there, representatives from the ministry
treated them as celebrities arriving at a Hollywood movie premiere.
“They had no idea,”
said Sister Joanne Rainey,
Word of Life Fellowship
Church member. Fathers
and future fathers received invitations alerting
them that they were being
recognized, but they had

no idea what to expect.
“We gave them invitations saying that they
were going to be appreciated,” said Sister Rainey.
Wives, mom’s and mentors paid the small $20 fee
to give their fathers and
fathers-to-be a world class
morning. “We told them
to wear their Tommy Bahama shirts, that’s all they
knew.”
See MEN, pages 12

SBMA aims to bring growth to the
34th Street corridor
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The 34th Street Small
Business and Motel Association, Inc. (SBMA)
has an eye on contributing to the growth and
revenue of businesses
along the historic corridor in St. Pete. Established in May, the
association seeks to preserve and revitalize the
historic businesses and
motels that line the corridor midway between

the
Gulf
beaches
and downtown.
“People play downtown, people play at the
beaches, but 34th Street
is representative of
where people work and
live,”
said
Keith
Winslow, the organization’s president.
The corridor is a
main thoroughfare of
the city, Winslow said,
but it has unfortunately
fallen on hard times.
Conceding that though
there is still a presence

of poverty, prostitution
and drugs, he aims to
have the 34th Street
SBMA work with the
city and local businesses
to help restore the
neighborhood to what it
once was.
“What we need to do
is reestablish [the corridor’s] grandeur by dealing with it as a
commercial
development area,” Winslow explained. “With the help
of the city we want to do
See 34th, page 7

Keith Winslow, left, and
Julius Mosley

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Studio@620, located at 620 First
Ave. S., was filled on Friday
for the annual Juneteenth
celebration put on by the
Midtown Celebrity Club.
This year instead of just one
day of celebration, four days
were dedicated to recognizing 150 years of freedom for
African Americans from slavery.
“I’m trying to make sure
that I get as many people’s attention as I can,” said hostess
and founder of the Midtown
Celebrity Club, Paulette
Jones, who called for everyone to take advantage of the
opportunities in the community, and to get involved in
various events and causes.
“We can no longer pretend
like everything is OK.”
Of course she was talking about the events in
Charleston, S.C., where nine
churchgoers lost their lives
due to racial violence, and
also to a nation still dealing
with how to respond to
crime when it comes to the
police force. “We need to
learn how to pay attention
and get involved,” she said.
The Midtown Celebrity
Club is a grassroots organization founded just three
years ago with the goal of
promoting and enhancing
academic and cultural opportunities for inner city
youths. Through parent engagement, supporting academic excellence and
incorporating performing
arts, the Club hopes to make
See JUNETEENTH, page 13
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Charleston: A vivid reminder
racism is alive and well
Dear Editor:
Wednesday, June 17, 2015 will be a
day that will be etched in the minds,
hearts and souls of millions of people for
years to come! During this time of confusion and search for solutions those of
faith will question God, as to why? However, like the people of Charleston our
path is clear, we must remain steadfast on
the promises of God, however, in no way
should that be translated to mean, remain
silent or remain idle about the sole issue
which served as the foundation for these
horrific acts…RACISM!
As a nation committed to greatness,
we must publicly acknowledge our truth,
both individual and institutional racism is
alive and well. While we call for actions
such as the removal of the Confederate
Flag from the South Carolina state house
and the reform of our gun laws, we must
remember these are simply low hanging
fruit. The solutions for addressing
racism must be grounded within each
community’s commitment to acknowledge how institutional racism plays out in
each of our perspective communities.
These discussions and attempts at solutions will begin to surface in communities throughout this country, however for
there to be any meaningful solutions to
evolve; we must honestly call out those
actions in our perspective communities
that have been rooted in systemic and institutionalized racism. For example, in
Pinellas County we would have many to
point to the fact that we have many
African Americans at every level of government. They will point to the fact that
we have an African American in the
House of Representatives, an African
American Deputy Mayor, an African
American Urban Affairs Director, an
African American County Commissioner,
an African American School Board member and last but not least an African
American on the City Council. Those are
all factual statements, but like magicians
those are merely illusions. If we are to get
at the heart of what racism looks like in
Pinellas County solutions to the more
pertinent questions below should be our
focus:
After four previous redevelopment
plans, 16th Street South Revitalization
Plan (1982), Dome Industrial Park (2000)
Tangerine Avenue (2003) Dome Industrial Park (2007) & Hope VI (1997) why
has there not been any substantive/ sustainable redevelopment activities targeting the residents and business in south
St. Petersburg?
Why the unemployment rate in the
area is currently designated at the Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) 60100% higher in the City of St. Petersburg?
Why is the poverty rate for children
in the (CRA) twice the poverty rate of
children within the City of St. Petersburg?
Why is the rate of vacant and boarded
up housing 12 times higher than the overall city rate?
Why the median incomes levels are
approximately 55-70% lower than the
overall city rate?
Why have the three elementary
schools with more than 70 percent
African American students Campbell
Park, Melrose, & Fairmont Park been “F”
schools for the 2014 and 2013 school
year?
I contend at the core of this community’s inability to achieve any substantive
and
substantial
socio-economic
growth/outcomes within the African
American Community, is grounded in institutional racism as evidenced in the following:
In an April 1998 Editorial then School
Board member Barbara Crocket response to questions about the Board’
commitment to educating Black students
and her no vote rejecting a cooperatively
negotiated plan that would have shifted
the Boards’ focus from busing requirements to classroom performance…
..Crocket responded: “we did it as a sort
of good will gesture toward the Legal Defense Fund.”
In a June 2015 email to me from City
Councilman Karl Nurse I received a listing of approximately 15 homes receiving
rehab rebates. Of the 12 properties on



One Church One Child of Florida, Inc.

In the spotlight: Milanda

the wait list slated to receive a total of
$54,000 in rebates only one, was slated to
go to a resident. In Councilman Nurse’s
email response he stated without much
thought…” The intent of the rebate program is that it is open to anyone. It is
about the house.”
Councilman Nurse and former School
Board member Barbara Crockett’s comments are demonstrative of how every
redevelopment/socio economic development project/ initiative has been approached in south St. Petersburg…it has
been about the Rays, it been about the infrastructure, it’s been about the arts, it’s
been about the houses that we don’t own,
etc. etc.etc…It has never been about the
African American people or our children.
“In the late 1960’s Stokely Carmichael
coined the term “institutional racism”
which he described as the societal patterns that have the net effect of imposing
oppressive or otherwise negative conditions against identifiable groups on the
basis of race or ethnicity.
Like the late Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Carmichael had grown weary of white
moderates and uncommitted liberals who
felt that the primary or sole purpose of
the civil rights movement was white personal transformation. Carmichael’s primary concern, and the primary concern
of most civil rights leaders, was and is societal transformation—a much more ambitious goal.”
If the Pinellas County Community is
poised to stand in solidarity with the people of Charleston, S.C., the President of
the United States, Barack Obama and
even conservative groups such as the
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission we must understand
the very complex tenants of racism and
the results of its impact if allowed to remain in existence and unchecked.
The City of St. Petersburg in concert
with Pinellas County has come together
to embark on another redevelopment initiative targeting the residents and businesses with the Midtown and Childs Park
Area. The two glimmers of hope which
lead me to be cautiously optimistic this
time we are headed down a path to correct our previous planning efforts , is
hearing Commissioner Ken Welch comment on the past promises of economic
equity that did not deliver and the Community Redevelopment Chair Ricardo
Davis and the city planner Rick Smith
take steps to format the redevelopment
plan with a strategic approach of identifying specific goals, objectives, which are
aligned to measurable outcomes. A redevelopment plan formatted in that manner
affords the community and all stakeholders the ability to easily determine the
path we are headed in for the next 30
years and benchmarks along the way to
determine if we are going in the right direction!
During my 300 mile trek the Thursday after Charleston, when reaching out
to my Father in heaven and seeking understanding about how a crime of this
magnitude could occur in the house of
the Lord……God’s response to my question why?….. First Corinthians 13:12
“Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we
will see everything with perfect clarity.
All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything
completely, just as God now knows me
completely.” I can see clearly now, that
Dylan Roof was a vessel used by Satan to
demonstrate what racism looks like when
it goes unchecked!
Maria L. Scruggs

   
    

TAMPA BAY — One
Church One Child of
Florida acknowledges the
children who need a permanent family. This begins a series of articles
featuring children all over
Florida who are waiting in
foster care for a forever
loving family to call their
own. June’s child is highlighted in this article. Continue to pray for her, and consider
making her a part of your family through
adoption or a part of your church through
Project Watch-Care, for support and mentoring.
Milanda
Milanda is a very sweet and caring 13year-old young lady despite the many
challenges in her life. People who know
her call her loving and charming. Milanda loves music and talking with those
close to her. At this point she aspires to
work with animals as a vet.
Milanda longs to belong to a forever
family. She would benefit greatly from a
family that can set consistent guidelines

and limits. She craves one
on one attention and support. Are you the family
that can hold Milanda’s
heart forever?
If you are interested in
knowing more about Milanda and other children in
foster care available for
adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster parent, mentor or volunteer,
please contact LaKay Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for One Church One
Child of Florida, at (813) 985-7831 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org. The website
for One Church One Child of Florida is
www.ococfl.org.
One Church One Child of Florida is a
faith-based, 501(c)3 organization, operating statewide in partnership with the Department of Children and Families and
Local Community Based Lead Agencies
and their providers in recruitment of adoptive and foster families and local churches
to partner in supporting children in foster
care and local families through Church
Watch-Care Ministries.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF LARGO
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
(CDBG) FY 2015-2016 ACTION PLAN
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME), Pinellas County
Housing Trust Fund (HTF), State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Programs
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Largo City Commission will meet at 6:00 PM on August 4, 2015 in the Largo City Hall Commission
Chambers at 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, Florida, 33770 to consider the following:
At this meeting, the draft FY 2015-2016 CDBG Action Plan will be presented for review and approval by the Largo City Commission.
This meeting is open to the public, and there will be a public comment period at the meeting. Comments from the public outside of the
meeting must be submitted in writing prior to the meeting date to the attention of Misty Borsetto, either electronically to housing@largo.com
or by mail to City of Largo, Community Development Department, P.O. Box 296, Largo, Florida 33779. Public comments on the plan should
be submitted no later than 5:00 PM on July 31, 2015.
Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Largo City Commission with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will
need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
The City of Largo is committed to providing reasonable accommodation for access for the disabled. Anyone needing assistance or further
information with regard to this meeting should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 727-587-6710 or the Library T.D.D. line at 727-587-6778 at
least two days prior to the meeting.
This notice provides a summary of FY 2015-2016 projects and funding, and gives locations for reviewing the FY 2015-2016 Action Plan:
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires each jurisdiction receiving federal funding for CDBG and HOME
funds to submit a Strategic Plan every three to five years, and an Action Plan each year. The CDBG Five-Year Strategic Plan is a component
of the CDBG Consolidated Planning Process and represents the programmatic course to be followed for a five-year period by the City of
Largo in its redevelopment efforts. The goals and objectives of the Consolidated Plan are designed to address the needs of the community,
and must indicate proposed accomplishments and outcomes in measurable terms. The FY 2015-2016 CDBG Action Plan identifies activities
to be funded, and the proposed funding sources for those activities, and not only contains CDBG-funded activities, but all activities funded
by HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME), Pinellas County Housing Trust Fund (HTF), and the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) programs. One hundred percent of the CDBG funds will be utilized for activities directly benefiting low and moderate
income persons, and will fund program administration and activities eliminating slum and blight.

The following projects will serve as alternates in the FY 2015-2016 Annual Action Plan (in the event that a project from the primary list is
delayed, canceled, performed at a lower cost than the budgeted amount, or more funding is available):

Drafts of the City of Largo’s FY 2015-2016 Annual Action Plan are available for viewing at the following locations from July 3, 2015 through
August 3, 2015.
•
Largo City Hall – Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, FL 33770
•
Largo Library – Reference Desk, 120 Central Park Drive, Largo, FL 33771
•
City of Largo’s Website – www.largo.com
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Good news once again
If you have read my journal before,
you are well aware of my problems with
finding teams to play baseball with
what I term the Midtown Little League
Baseball victims, or black kids.
After receiving no support from our
midtown community leaders and black
baseball coaches, a dream has come
true once again for our victims, Childs
Park Black Sox.
Once again our friends over the
Skyway Bridge at the 13th Avenue
Dream Center in Bradenton came
through. They first stepped up to the

plate in April and again this month.
The Childs Park Black Sox were allowed to play three youth baseball
games against Sarasota, Manatee and
Bradenton’s teams in the 1st Annual
RBI Sun Coast All-Star Tournament.
The Black Sox won second place defeating Sarasota and Manatee last
week.
Thanks you Jesus for Al Cox at the
13th Avenue Dream Center, and Jeff
Murphy at the Buck O’Neil Baseball
Complex in Sarasota for helping keep
our young black children off the streets.

Tech-training event
ST. PETERSBURG —
AT&T hosted a tech-training event Thurs., June 18
for seniors at the Sunshine
Senior Center in downtown
St. Petersburg.
The workshop was a
collaboration
between
AT&T, the Sunshine Senior
Center and the Poynter Institute.
The high school students provided seniors with
one-on-one training in
using smartphones and
tablets. The goal of the senior training was to help
bridge the growing technology gap between seniors and youth.
AT&T donated two

Adan Martinez, a junior at Gibbs High School,
helps Norman Wagner with technology tips
during the training session.
Samsung Galaxy tablets to
the senior center so seniors

can continue learning new
skills.

JWB & partners to give thousands of
new books to children this summer
Part of “Early Readers, Future Leaders” Pinellas Campaign for Grade
Level Reading
In conjunction with National Summer Learning
Day last Fri., June 19, the
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County (JWB)
and its partners kicked off
an initiative aimed at getting new books into the
hands of about 10,000
Pinellas County children
this summer.
JWB gave new books
to children who attend
quality early learning centers in St. Petersburg.
Throughout the summer,
books will also be distributed to children served by
other JWB funded programs
and
Summer
BreakSpot sites across
Pinellas County.
The effort is intended
to address summer learning loss by increasing access to books, promoting
intentional reading and instilling a love of reading for
young children. Parents
will receive reading tips,
plus other information to

include a list of area public
libraries.
This is part of the new
“Early Readers, Future
Leaders” Pinellas Campaign
for Grade Level Reading, a
collective initiative of JWB
and its partners aimed at increasing reading proficiency
among Pinellas County third
graders. Up until third grade
children learn to read; after
that, they read to learn to
master the more complex
subject matter in higher
grades.
Last year, only 55 percent of Pinellas County
third graders were reading
on grade level, and nationally more than a third of
U.S. fourth graders fall
below the basic achievement level in reading.
Research shows that
88 percent of children who
are not reading on grade
level when they enter the
first grade are still behind
when they finish third
grade. Children who fail to

reach this critical milestone are more likely to falter in later grades and
are four times more likely
to drop out of high school.
Plus, adults who do not
graduate from high school
earn 75 percent less over
their lifetime, leading to a
future of challenges. While
there is no single solution,
we know that by addressing school readiness, summer learning loss, chronic
absenteeism, and parent
engagement early in a
child’s life, communities
can do much to help improve reading proficiency
for young children.
The Juvenile Welfare
Board (JWB) is a publicly
funded, mission-driven organization with a 70-year
history of improving the
lives of children and families in Pinellas County
through programs, partnerships and advocacy. For
more information visit
JWBPinellas.org.
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NFL Gospel Choir participates in UN Sport Development for Peace
BRADENTON — The
Original NFL Gospel Choir,
dignitaries, athletes and international game changers
joined the Global Action
Initiatives for an Olympic
style celebration to kickoff
the opening ceremonies for
the United Nations Office
in Sport for Development
and Peace earlier this
month at the Bradenton
Area Convention Center.
In grace and elegance,
Bishop Randy White took
the stage to introduce the
Original NFL Gospel Choir,
but not without first thanking Irene Pridgen for a job
well done in organizing the
choir’s appearance. He
went on to say the choir
was inspired by NFL great,
the late Reggie White (Minister of Defense). The choir
was developed by football
players to show their love
for God and express their
faith through music.
The angelic voices of
the choir, backed up by
Without Walls Community
Choir, performed featured

“Total Praise,” “Oh Happy
Day” and “It’s Time for a
Change” under the direction of renown music director Mark Payne.
Youth from 60 countries appeared to be mesmerized by the energy and
exhilarating dancing and
praise of the choir. They
began to dance all over the
arena.
Henry Lawrence, a
founding member of the
NFL Choir and three time
Super Bowl champion and
Florida Sports Hall of
Famer said: “It was incredible to watch youth from
other countries of the UN
enjoy gospel music.”
The choir set out to
touch their spirits. The
youth came from, Africa,
Angola, Australia, Canada,
Colombia,
Barbados,
Botswana, Brazil Cambodia, Cyprus, El Salvador,
Ghana, Honduras, Kenya,
India, Jamaica, Mexico,
Nepal, Trinidad, Saint Kitts,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent
and Grenadines, South

Africa, Sweden, Venezuela
and more.
The perfect evening
came to an end with performances by American
Idol’s Sam Wolfe and Elliot
Yamin
United Nations Office on
Sport for Development and
Peace (UNOSDP) serves as
the intergovernmental liaison to the 183 UN Member
States and Organizations.
UNOSDP’s core functions
on behalf of issues related to
the platform of sport include
advocate, articulate and
promote the adoption of policy recommendations made
by UNOSDP to governments
for the integration of sport
and physical activity into
their domestic and international development strategies and programs, facilitate
the activations of such recommendations, and represent the intersection of public
and private sectors at highlevel gatherings and events
giving voice to the universal
language of sport.
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Third Annual Teen Safe Driving
Coalition
BY ANALEIGH SBRANA
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Teen Safe Driving
Coalition is an annual Leadership Conference held at
the All Children’s Education
Center in St. Petersburg.
This year 23 schools and 15
counties were represented
by 56 students from all
across Florida.
Teens are educated over
the course of four days in
many different aspects of
safe driving. This conference doesn’t just focus on
the necessities of wearing a
seatbelt, pedestrian/bicycle
safety and nighttime safety,
it also highlighted the dangers of driving under the influence of drugs and
alcohol, with major emphasis on the importance of focusing on the road because
many teens try to multitask.
During this conference
they learn the importance of
not allowing themselves to
be distracted by their passengers, text messages,
talking on the phone, or
using popular cell phone applications such as Snapchat
and Instagram while in con-

trol of a motor vehicle.
Karen McAllister, a representative of AT&T, pointed
out that it is important to
teach teens early before
their bad habits become
second nature.
Brandon Sweat, an attendee and recent graduate
of Lakewood High School
said that meeting an actual
drunk driver made this real
for him, especially when it
comes to distracted driving:
“People will try to do everything while driving, I mean
even Snapchat says don’t
‘snap and drive,’” Sweat said.
An attendee from St. Petersburg Collegiate High
School, 16- year-old Heaven
Taylor-Wynn, affirmed the
importance of this workshop: “I’m really going to
push the message of not
drinking and driving, this
presentation that just ended
really hit home for me –
drinking and driving always
seemed like an abstract
thing – but now the possibility that this could really happen to me is more tangible.
Now I’ll even put my phone
in the glove box, in my
purse, or in the back seat.”
Each student attending
the conference had access

to experts in all fields of
driving, including representatives from the Center for
Urban Transportation Research at the University of
South
Florida,
Emergency/Incident Manager at
DBi Services, Traffic Safety
Consultants, Driving Academy in Tampa, the Suncoast
Safety Council, multiple
driving insurance companies and NASCAR.
The teens attended
workshops in action and
project planning, and on the
last day they each did a presentation explaining how they
plan on implementing a teen
safety program in their own
schools and communities.
“Car crashes are the
number one killer of teens –
more so than disease, suicide, or homicide – it’s
scary. Our primary goal
here is to educate teens so
that they teach each other
and can act as role models.
That’s why we unite a bunch
of different foundations and
groups to create a stronger
voice,” said Danielle Branciforte, Florida Teen Safe
Driving Coalition Leader
and Florida SADD State Coordinator.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Blast from the past

Bringing life back to the
34th Street Corridor

Do you recognize the people in these photographs? If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

From 34th page 1

that along with the local
people who want to see it
come back.”
Winslow noted that
many of the motels along
the corridor house veterans, and that is the main
reason why he decided to
get involved. He is opposed
to potential city plans to
close the motels and build
them all out, as he stated
that would hardly be fair to
the veterans.
“There’s a way to take
care our veterans and the
underprivileged without
running up against them,”
he said, adding that there is
potential for buildings
along 34th Street to offer
medical services and housing for veterans. “In my
talks with the V.A., they’ve
always said we need a bigger presence on the south
side of town. We need to
have something for our veterans.”
Winslow noted that
Julius Mosley, a secondgeneration owner of the
Mosley Motel on 34th
Street, is working hard with
him and the city in trying to
make sure that the Mosley
“raises its reputation back
to where it originally
started.” But Winslow and
Mosley agree that the city
should focus on keeping
the small businesses along
the corridor, as they are
vital to the neighborhood,
rather than be unfairly
pushed out to make way for
superstores and condominiums.
His motel is one the last
places of its kind that provides affordable housing,
said Mosley, whose father
opened the first Mosley
Motel in St. Pete in 1942. As
the motel offers affordable
daily, weekly and even
monthly rates, it gives people in between residences a
chance to make a transition.
“When they try to get
into apartments, they want
first, last, security and a
credit check,” Mosley
stated. “Before you know it
you’re out $1,500 bucks. A

lot of people can come
here and can stay and
buildup, so they’re able to
transition.
The association plans to
immediately recognize the
best of the best in business
with an annual “Awards of
Excellence Event” for projects and beautification designs for this area.
The association looks
forward to putting on an
awards banquet every year
to distinguish the people
and businesses that meet
the challenges of making
things better all along 34th
Street, Winslow affirmed.
He said the association
plans to invite other businesses in the community
that are not located on 34th
Street to participate in
some events such as music
festivals and block parties,
and also seeks to establish
an annual street festival
that will contribute thousands of dollars to local
charitable organizations
from its net proceeds.
Winslow also would like
to encourage film production companies to use this
area for authentic film and
television location for their
projects. Overall, he sees it
as a community effort to
help restore the corridor,
which has a rich heritage.
“St. Petersburg is one of
the great cities on the west
coast and it deserves better
than it’s gotten,” Winslow
stated. “We as citizens of
this county want to bring it
back to its original glory.”
The public is invited to
attend the first meeting of
the SBMA next Tues., June
30 at the Quality Inn, 1400
34th St., N. St Petersburg,
from 9:30-11am. Food will
be provided. Please RSVP
at (727) 346-4035. See ad on
page 11.
To contact the 34th
Street SBMA, call Keith
Winslow at (727) 2804779 or email 34thstreetsbma@gmail.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

          

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

GENERAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available affordable
housing programs for owner-occupied single family households.
The City offers zero percent (0%) interest loans for: 1) home
repairs and 2) to first time homebuyer’s for down payment and
closing cost assistance. Homeowners must be income eligible
to qualify. For complete program requirements go to the City’s
Housing and Community Development (“HCD”) website at
http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact HCD at
(727) 893-7247 or via email at Housing@stpete.org.





 



 

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?
H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY ANONYMOUS

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

 








SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
SBA loans
BY KAREN BRICKEN
Contributor

One of the best ways for a
small business to fund its
growth is through a Small
Business Administration loan.
An SBA loan is a standard
business loan made by a
lender, like a bank, but it carries the backing of the Small
Business
Administration,
which allows the lender to
make loans that might not
meet conventional criteria.
Yet, a lot of businesses
never consider applying for an
SBA loan, mainly because
there is a misperception that it
is a lengthy and difficult
process to maneuver. But if
you work with an experienced
financial professional who is an
expert in the SBA loan
process, this doesn’t have to be
the case.
USAmeriBank recently
helped St. Petersburg-based
Central Animal Hospital refinance an SBA loan the owners
originally obtained in 2005 to
help start their business.
“There is a lot of paperwork involved with an SBA
loan, but USAmeriBank was
there to walk us through the
process and tell us what information we needed,” said
Nancy Brown, hospital administrator at Central Animal Hospital. “We talked with seven or
eight banks, but USAmeriBank seemed to be the only one
willing to help us with the SBA
refinance.”
If you’re thinking about
pursuing an SBA loan to help
finance your growing business,
here are some things you
should consider before you
start the process:

Be ready to say how you
will specifically use the funds.
SBA loans can be used for a variety of purposes, such as buying equipment, purchasing a
building, hiring new employees, providing long-term working capital or refinancing debt,
as Central Animal Hospital did.
Know what you will use the
funds for and how much you’ll
need – these are important
facts for a successful application.
Make sure you meet the
minimum requirements. In
order to get an SBA loan, your
business has to be an operational, for-profit entity. You can’t
use the funds to buy investment property, like an apartment complex.
Be able to prove consistent
cash flow. Lenders will want to
see that you can pay back the
debt, so you have to be able to
prove that your cash flow projections are reasonable. At a
minimum, your monthly cash
flow must be sufficient to cover
your operating costs (including
adequate compensation for the
owner) and your monthly loan
payment.
The SBA will take your
personal finances into consideration. A bank will want to see
corporate and personal tax returns as well as a personal financial statement. This means
a foreclosure or bankruptcy on
your record could come into
play. It is sometimes possible to
work around these issues, but
it depends on the reason for
the issue and how long ago it
occurred.
Understand your financials. As a business owner, you
need to have a working knowledge of your business, such as

an understanding of your income statement and balance
sheet. The lender will also look
at any affiliated businesses you
have, so know where you
stand with those as well.
Understand the SBA’s
timeframe for approval. On average, the SBA process can
take around 45-60 days. Of
course, that depends on how
quickly you can get all of the information required for the
loan. This is why working with
an experienced SBA lender
helps.
Most importantly, meet
with your banker if you’re considering an SBA loan, preferably one that has done a lot of
SBA lending. An experienced
SBA banker knows the rules
and regulations, has a grasp of
what information you need to
provide, and can get the application done quickly and efficiently.
Karen Bricken is Senior
Vice President of SBA Administration for USAmeriBank, the
top Tampa Bay-based SBA
lender the past three years.
Bricken has more than 30 years
of commercial banking experience and began her SBA affiliation in the early 1980s.
For more information about
SBA loans or other banking
needs, contact USAmeriBank at
813-347-4700 or sbainfo@USAmeriBank.com.
See ad on page 11.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Midtown calls for unity
From VIGIL, page 1

what he had to do. “This
was laid on my heart early
this morning in my own
time of prayer and meditation to call the church together for a special time of
prayer,” he said.
After watching the horrific events played out on
the television, he knew he
must call the community together and ask the Holy
Spirit for help.
“We come tonight to
ask the Holy Spirit to revive
our hearts again; to renew
our faith again; to restore
our hope and our courage
again. We are here to light
candles symbolizing the
presents of the Holy Spirit
that is in each one of us,
and to remember and to
pray for the families,” Pulley stated.
Friday night, the service at Greater Mt. Zion,
where Pastor Clarence
Williams watches over his
flock, was about hope and
forgiveness.
Hope for all to join
hands, all faiths and denominations and all ethnic
groups in the world to band
together against hatred.

Speakers came forth
and discussed those victims that they knew personally; all spoke with respect
and love. A senator, a
mother of the church, a librarian, reverends, patrons, and youths – they all
had contributed to their
community. Their loss is
resonating
throughout
America, and felt by all.
This was not an isolated
incident, but rather one of
years of racial tension and
controversy over the right
to bear arms. Both topics
were poignantly discussed
by the speakers.
Rev.
James Vincent Williams
said “that the time when
our minds are blind we
need to forgive.”
Rev.
Casabell Taylor emotively
pointed out that we come
together in our places of
worship when it is “difficult
to get up or keep our food
down.” He talked about the
suspended feeling of hopelessness and asked, “What
will come out of all of this?”
The second call for us
as a nation was to engage in
meaningful conversations
about race, about the di-

vide, the race war. The call
to the congregation was
that this is not a Christian
event, but this is an event
for people of all faiths and
honor. Taylor declared:
“They want us to divide as
a nation, don’t say and act
as if there is not a race war.”
He warned that “when we
want reciprocity and pay
back, many innocent lives
will be lost.”
With the testament of
the power of prayer, attendees left with a solution.
Using the chosen scripture,
Jeremiah 33:3: “Call to me
and I will answer you and
tell you great and unsearchable things you do not
know.”
We need to “channel hatred into a productive
power, a force, and realize
that all life matters,” he
said. When anyone is violated in their place of sanctuary, their place of
worship, their homes,
everyone feels the violation.
Grief counselors were
available for those who attended.
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Word of Life Fellowship Church did it again
From MEN, page 1

Although most men at
the breakfast were already
established in their leadership roles as a father, there
were also young men still
attending high school that
were honored for their father-like qualities and basically to reward them for
following the right path.
Some of these young men
of valor were graduates
going to college, in college
or joining the military.
But the program was
kept short and sweet.
“They don’t want to go
through all that glam
glam,” said Sister Rainey.
“They want it boom,
boom.”
After enjoying a buffet
style breakfast of grits,

eggs, sausage, bacon, fruit
and pastries, they enjoyed a
peaceful atmosphere overlooking Tampa Bay with
sailboats and calming water
in the backdrop as the
words of Pastor Martin
Rainey fell on their listening ears.
“We need men to step
up to the plate, but how do
we get them back to the
plate,” he asked.
Communication, honesty and courage, according to the pastor.
He opened the discussion speaking from his own
personal experiences as a
young man. Although seen
in the community as a man
of God, Rainey’s young life
was not what some would

think.
“I was 15 years old running from the law,” he said.
A product of Harlem, when
Rainey came to Florida he
was trying to start a new
life while still running from
his old one. Once a high
school dropout, Rainey now
boast his accomplishments,
three degrees to back him
up. He was rebellious, a
self-proclaimed know it all.
But that was decades ago.
But today the story for
troubled youth is a little different.
“When I was running
from the law, you could
mess up and get back,” explained the pastor, “but in
2015 if you mess up even a
little bit, even in school you

have seriously damaged
any progress you can
make.”
The older fathers in the
room shook their heads in
agreement. The younger fathers-to-be listened. Hopefully they’ll make better
choices before any minor
mistakes they make turn
into big ones that are difficult to overcome.
But the reason for the
day was to say thank you to
those who are getting it
right, right now. Whether a
seasoned man who has
proven his worth by supporting his family, standing
by his child’s side, being a
mentor or a father-to-be
who encompasses all the attributes and traits that a

winning father holds.
“We look forward to
many more opportunities
to really celebrate our
men,” said Teralyn Hodge,
first lady of Word of Life
Fellowship Church. She
feels not enough acknowledgements are paid to the
men who sacrifice day in
and day out to provide for
their families. Wives and
loved ones tend to get just
too busy.
“I just don’t think we do
enough of that,” she said.
She hopes that by saying thank you now, the celebration will grow until
men from all over the area
are being recognized for
what they bring to the family as strong fathers.

     
   

Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

The event was the
brainchild of Sister Rainey,
and as humble as she is,
she didn’t want to take
credit for it. First Lady
Hodges wanted to give
credit where credit is due.
“I thank Joanne for her
insight into sharing this
venture with us and bringing forth not only men from
Word of Life, but men from
the community. Cudos to
Joanne for idea.”
After the ceremony and
breakfast, the men were
driven back to their homes
to finish out their Father’s
Day weekend.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating our history
From JUNETEENTH, page 1

a difference not only on the
south side of town, but
throughout Pinellas County.
The first day of the Juneteenth celebration took
place at Brister Temple
Church of God where Pastor Eddie Robinson attends
his flock. Some 150 churchgoers and community
members showed up along
with folks from the police
department to share a few
words of encouragement.
“It was great because
African Americans have a
history of not being able to
work together,” explained
Jones who worked with the
local churches emphasizing
that survival depends on
collaboration with community partners. “Once we established that it’s not about
us, it’s about the greater
good of the community,
then everything else fell in
place.”
For Jones, extending
the Juneteenth celebration
to four days worked out
pretty well. On that first day
in church, spiritual songs
such as “Swing Low Sweet
Chariot” and “Amazing
Grace” were sung reminding many of their ancestors
and their African roots.
A panel discussion was
put together on the second
day of celebration consisting of important community leaders such as Police
Chief Anthony Holloway
and Councilman Wengay
Newton, just to name a few.
According to Jones, the
panel discussion centered
mostly around police accountability while also focusing on the high number
of youths arrested in Pinellas County. Jones likes
panel discussions and feels

they help promote communication and lead to people
getting more involved with
a solution, instead of complaining.
“The reason why I do
Juneteenth is I want the
community to have an opportunity to come out and
speak their voice, to meet
their leaders,” she explained stating that in order
to make a lasting difference
people need to get out and
join their neighborhood association, know what’s happening in their community.
“We need to be aware of
what’s going on around us
at all times. You just don’t
know who’s going to be
there in your time of need.”
Day three of the celebration concentrated on the
arts. With skits created and
performed by the Midtown
Celebrity Club Players,
mime presentations from
Hands of Praise and True
Worshippers Mime Ministry, along with dance performances
from
the
Academy of Ballet Arts, Inc.
and performances by the
Imagination Station, the celebration of freedom could
not be mistaken.
Since Juneteenth marks
the day that the Union soldiers, led by Major General
Gordon Granger, marched
into Galveston, Texas, with
news that the war had
ended and that the enslaved
were now free, it was only
fitting to hear a true account
of what it was like to be
forced into a life of slavery.
Master of Ceremony
Shabazz Rogers, who has
worked with youths for
some 30 years and continues to mentor today, read
an excerpt from a slave nar-

rative entitled “The Interesting Narrative of the Life
of Olaudah Equiano.”
Equiano was the first successful professional author
of African descent in the
English-speaking world.
Rogers read about the
practice of the day, village
members climbing trees
acting as lookouts for kidnappers who would wait for
the elders to go out to tend
to their work before slipping in and taking the children.
“They stuffed our
mouths, hands tied and ran
off with us into the nearest
woods,” read Rogers.
On a brighter note,
Rogers discussed the history of drums with those in
attendance explaining that
the drum is an extension of
the heart, continuously
beating and portraying life.
“It’s the one universal
instrument that every society shares,” said Rogers
who encouraged African
Americans to research their
history in music back to
their African ancestors and
familiarize themselves with
the ancient styles. “It was a
form of communication,”
said Rogers. Slaves would
use music to communicate
with their brothers and sisters on the neighboring
plantations and connect to
each other.
Jones, along with the
Midtown Celebrity Club,
plan on continuing to celebrate
African-American
freedom and achievement,
while encouraging continuous self-development and
respect for all cultures.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

Flowers of hope: Day four of
Juneteenth celebration
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Paulette Jones and her
young helpers from the
Midtown Celebrity Club
planted flowers to beautify
the sidewalks along the
16th Business District Corridor in commemoration of
Juneteenth and the spirit of
unity and cooperation.
“Today is a special day
that we celebrate Juneteenth, the oldest AfricanAmerican holiday that we
celebrate,” said Jones.
Jones said Juneteenth is
about getting our young
people to know their history. According to the history, Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation
in April of 1863. However,
places in the South such as
Texas did not want slavery
to end prompting Lincoln to
send federal troops to the
southern hold-out states to
free the slave. As a result,
the slaves in Texas weren’t
physically freed until June
19, 1865.
“We have a movement
now to try and make Juneteenth a national holiday,”
said Jones.
“It’s all about education;
it’s all about empowerment

and it’s all about providing a
great foundation for our
young people.”
For 2015, Jones said she
would like to see more involvement from the community
and
“more
collaboration between the
businesses, non-profit and
city government.”
One reason Jones had
the last day of the Juneteenth celebration at My
Place of Recovery, 1655
16th St. S., was to provide
an example of what can happen when the community
works together to embrace
all of its citizens.
Jones said that Gene
Wilder, who is also known
as “Buddha” along the 16th
Street business district,
opened a community thrift
store that doubles as a safehaven for people with mental, physical and social
issues. Many of Wilder’s
clients are transitioning
back into local communities
to get a fresh start on life
again.
Wilder said that his
business has been open for
a year, and he feels like he’s
been a part of the community for a much longer time.
He enjoys the synergy of
the 16th Street community.
“It’s not me but the com-

munity coming together to
make these people feel welcome,” said Wilder.
Cynthia Tomlin, a Community Advocate for All
Children’s John Hopkins
Medicine Healthy Start
Program, was on hand at
the thrift store to share information with the community about services being
offered to reduce the infant
mortality rate among black
infants.
“Our role is to reduce
infant rate mortality in the
33711-13, 01 and 05 area
codes where we find the
highest rate of infant fatality
rate among black females,”
said Tomlin.
They are looking to
serve black females between the ages of 14-45
years old to help them have
healthier lives and babies.
Just as Juneteenth has
come to symbolize the birth
of freedom from the
wretches of slavery, the
planting of flowers along
16th Street epitomizes the
blossoming of new and better opportunities ahead for
those seeking refuge and a
new way of life.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  




 



 

  




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



 
  
  




 

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 

The Crossing Point
Empowerment Ministries
Reaching Out From
Glad Tidings Assembly of God
Church
Invites you to join Rev. Sarah Edwards
“Think Like A Woman - Act Like A Lady”
Discipleship Bible Study
Wednesdays 7 pm • Fellowship Hall – Room 2
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL. 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
727-323-5017
“They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” [Jeremiah 6:14]





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
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1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  










Contact:




 

 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
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BE HERE!









    
   
  
  
   






  


 







  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.








 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church






 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


  


 

  
 
 


Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
June/July
June 28 - St. Mark Gradu-

ation Program during 10:45
a.m. Service
June 29 - PIZZA Ministry6-8 p.m.
Jul 10 - St. Mark M. B.
Ministry Feud 7 p.m. Friendly
Competition as Ministries battle for Bragging Rights!
Jul 13-17 - Vacation Bible
School 2015-Bible Blast to the
Past! Come Join the Adventure. Time 6-8:30 p.m. (MonThurs), 6-9 p.m. (Fri)
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday 5 p.m. Members

Friendship MBC
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extend an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9:00 am for
Sunday School and at 10:15
am worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7:00
pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encour-

age the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
Faith Bible Institute
(FBI):2015 The Great Commission commands every
Church to teach every member all things that Christ commanded (Mt 28: 19-20). The
enrollment for the Fall Semester (July 2015) is now open.
This is an intensified 3 year
Bible study. The students will
study every book and every
major doctrine of the Bible.
The application and registration fee of is due at enrollment. Tuition can be paid at
the first class or can be a payment plan. Interested applicants can pick up a brochure
from the church office..
Bethel Metropolitan is
preparing to celebrate the
11th Pastoral Anniversary of

Pastor Rickey L. Houston during the month of July. “An
Evening of Spiritual Excellence” is schedule for Saturday, July 25th at 6:00 pm.
Speaker for the occasion is
Dr. John Evans, Pastor of
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. The Anniversary
service is Sunday, July 26,
3015 at 10:15 am. Guest
preacher is Dr. C. E. White Sr.
of Bethany Baptist Church,
Atlanta, GA.. For additional information call the church office.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015”
II Corinthians 2:2 Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
The Campus Safety Department is holding a mandatory Child Abuse Response
Training on Sat., June 27 from
9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the
Youth Chapel. All ministry
leaders,
deacons,
deaconesses, Family Touch
Team and CYM volunteers
are required to attend. RSVP
to Tash Clark at 727-906-1845
Attention all ladies…get
ready for the 2015 Women’s
Retreat. Attendees will experi-

ence a spirit filled weekend at
the Safety Harbor Resort and
Spa on July 17 and 18. Our
keynote speaker will be Rev.
Janae Pitts-Murdock. FMI
and
to
register
visit
www.mzprogressive.org.
Get Ready to set sail with
the Sistahs Surviving Breast
Cancer on the Royal
Caribbean’s “Freedom of the
Seas”, April 3 – 10, 2016. This
is a cruise you don’t want to
miss. For more information
contact Sis. Carolyn Swanson
@ 727-215-8952 or Sis. Cheryl
Clinton @ 727-692-6477.
Stay Connected by keeping us updated. If your address or other information
has changed just check the
change of address box on
your envelope or go to

www.mzprogressive.org and
click the resources link. All
personal info is kept confidential and is for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

tude for a GREAT Anniversary Committee, not wanting to
leave anyone person out, but
Honoring everyone, special
mention has to goes to the 1st,
2nd, 3rd and Youth Ushers, our
Beautification Committee, The
Hospitality Committee, The
Culinary Committee, God Bless
you ALL. To ALL of our 12
Tribe Birth Month Captains, for
leading the “Fired Up Campaign” - thank you for your
GREAT work, and the Winning
Tribe is......
A Special Thank You goes to
Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor
of the First Baptist Institutional
Church (7:45 am Worship Service) and Reverend Patrick A.
Miller, Pastor of the Bethlehem
Bible Baptist Church, Sarasota,
Florida (10:45 am Worship Service) both were a Blessing to
“The Ship” for our 87th Church
Anniversary Culmination Sunday. On behalf of Pastor Evans
and the Friendship Family, you
have affirmed our believe that
“IT IS JUST NICE TO BE
NICE.”
WHAT'S GOING ON IN
JUNE?
JUNE 22-26 – NBCUSA,
INC. - CONGRESS - DETROIT,
MICHIGAN.
June 27 – 10:30 a.m. – The

Culinary Ministry Planning
Meeting, any interest persons
are also welcome to attend. Sis.
Wyvonnia McGee, Ministry
Leader.
JUNE 29 – 7 PM – POST
87TH CHURCH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE MEETING – ALL MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITTEE ARE ASKED TO
BE PRESENT AND ON TIME.
TUESDAY, JULY 14 – FRIDAY, JULY 17
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - 116TH
ANNUAL SESSION
DR. JOHN A. EVANS, SR.,
MODERATOR, DR. ROBERT
M. SPOONEY, CONGRESS
PRESIDENT
HOTEL FOR WCBA CONGRESS 2015 WILL BE THE
FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES BY
MARRIOTT, TAMPA FAIRGROUNDS/CASINO
6720 LAKEVIEW CENTER
DR., TAMPA, FL 33619, TELEPHONE (813) 626-3000, FAX
(813) 626-3018, GROUP NAME
– WEST COAST BAPT
HOST CHURCH:
DR.
EVAN BURROWS AND FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH – COLLEGE HILL, TAMPA, FL
3838 N 29TH ST., TAMPA,

FL 33610 - (813) 248-6600
ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT
REGISTRATION,
PLEASE
CONTACT
MINISTER
S.P. SAULSBY, CONGRESS
DEAN - (727) 821-0161 /
Shars2@aol.com
NEED
A
RIDE
TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministr y – (727) 906-8300
and LEAVE YOUR INFORMATION.
Thought for the Week:
What's in Your Hand? THE
ABILITY TO KEEP OTHERS IN
PRAYER, HEALING AND
LOVE, TO OUR “AME FAMILY”, YOU ARE NOT ALONE.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the
PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of
the Page. Also, USTREAM Visit West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

Faith Memorial MBC
Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church of St. Petersburg,
Florida is searching for an enthusiastic senior pastor who will provide Christian Leadership and
maintain the spiritual welfare of
the congregation. The pastor shall
preach the Word of God and have
charge of all services of public
worship. The pastor will perform
the pastoral duties that are out-

lined below which emphasize six
primary areas or responsibility;
(1) preaching and worship leader;
(2) teaching the Word; evangelism
and discipleship; (3) sermon
preparation; (4) budget and general administration of church resources; (5) leadership, ministerial
and staff development; and (6) vision, creativity and strategic planning.

Resumes/Bios may be sent to
the email: faithmmbcsearch@
gmail.com, Subject: Pastoral
Search Committee and/or Faith
Memorial M.B.C. attn. Pastoral
Search Committee, 1800 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
33712. For more information
please visit Faith’s website, faithmemorialmbc.org

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

House the homeless
“Whosoever has this world’s
goods and sees his brother have
need and shut his bowels of
compassion, how abides the love
of God in him (I John 3:17).”
In addition to feeding the
hungry, giving drink to those
who are thirsty, Jesus called his
followers to house the homeless
and clothe the naked (Matthew
25:31-46). Today, we are Jesus’
disciplined followers and we are
still being called to meet the
needs of our brothers and sisters. Every male is our brother
and every female is our
sister. Regardless of race, culture, creed, educational level,
socio-economic status, criminal
background, orientation, family

heritage or any other distinction,
we are all one. When one person, has a need, we all have a
need.
For safety reasons, many of
us do not open our homes to
those who are homeless. Our
safety and security needs, do not
excuse us from Jesus’ mandate
to house the homeless; therefore, we have to find ways in our
modern society to fulfill this
command. One of the ways to
do this is to support shelters and
transitional houses minister to
the needs of our siblings of the
world. We can support legislation to take care of those who
are having challenges with their
basic needs. We can give

money to keep the shelters in
our community open. We can
also give clothes, shoes, household items and toiletries.
At Unity of Midtown, we are
changing the consciousness of
our congregation. We are encouraging people when they
shop for themselves and their
families to think of others and to
buy items for others who may
have a need. This week we are
collecting items that serve the
homeless population. You may
drop off items to Unity of Midtown at 511 Prescott St.
S. Thursday from 11 a.m. - 8
p.m. or Sunday between
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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